The Advent and the Parables — 5 “A New King’s in Town”

1.

Have you been to a wedding in recent years? In contrast, have you
seen the old black and white photos of your grandparents’ wedding?
Our weddings are getting more and more elaborate and complicated
but we are mere pretenders compared to many cultures where
weddings are elaborate, days long event. [recent friends from India
who paraded SoBro].

. Weddings in the time of Christ were very elaborate, community

events. The Bible does not give us a wedding ceremony or even
define what constitutes being married — it varied by culture. You can
recall Jacob working hard to earn the hand of Rebekah, only to be
fooled in the dark. How can that happen? Long days of drinking and
partying, and then you enter a dark tent, that’'s how.

. The community has to be involved. The community is supposed to

rejoice with you. Failure to give a big gift, to attend, and to celebrate
is a grave insult. That brings us to the wedding feast parable in
Matthew 22. In chapter 21, there are two parables that deal with the
same subject: people are not responding to a new reality: Jesus, the
King, has come.

. In 21:28-31, we see a shocking statement by Jesus. Those labeled

as sinners because of their job or their reality (prostitution in the time
of Christ) will be saved before those who know God, have heard the
word of God, and refuse to obey.

. In the Parable of the Tenants, it gets even worse...way worse. There,

the owner of the land sends his emissary to gather his rightful, lawful
portion of the harvest. The tenants murder the emissary. This
happened to several servants before the owner sent his son...and
they killed him. The owner gathers his men and destroys the evil men
who mistreated his ambassadors.

. Now, we are ready for today’s parable. [Matthew 22:1-14] Weddings

took place after a long time of preparation. They were expensive and
the food would not wait for those who were tardy. Everyone knows it
is coming and they are expected to take part. As we go through this
parable, remember Advent. The Jewish people had been prepared



for Advent. There were prophecies, calls for faithfulness, and the
presence of the temple in the midst of them. The coming of Jesus,
the wedding, was announced by angels [Luke 2:8-14].

7. And...? Those who were in charge of religion, those who considered
themselves the most faithful, the sons of Abraham, did not come to
Jesus. The common people, yes. The sinners, yes. Those on the
margins, yes. But the religious elite...no. That is what this parable is
about.

8. Note the number of times the king here gives them another chance:
they should have been there already but, he sends servants out, and
then sent more servants out to tell people the food was ready — it was
now or...well, “never” would be a supreme insult and could not be
considered. As it was, the king was demonstrating amazing patience!

9. The guests did not arrive. The king’s community had ignored him. It
reminds me of the classic verse by G. A. Studdert-Kennedy, “When
Jesus Came to Birmingham.

When Jesus Came to Birmingham

When Jesus came to Golgotha, they hanged Him on a tree,

They drove great nails through hands and feet, and made a Calvary;

They crowned Him with a crown of thorns, red were His wounds and deep,
For those were crude and cruel days, and human flesh was cheap.

When Jesus came to Birmingham, they simply passed Him by.
They would not hurt a hair of Him, they only let Him die;

For men had grown more tender, and they would not give Him pain,
They only just passed down the street, and left Him in the rain.

Still Jesus cried, 'Forgive them, for they know not what they do, '

And still it rained the winter rain that drenched Him through and through;
The crowds went home and left the streets without a soul to see,

And Jesus crouched against a wall, and cried for Calvary.

G. A. Studdert-Kennedy



10. It brings to my mind, Revelation 3:14-16. The table has been
set. The people have been prepared. You have every evidence for
the existence of God and for the Lordship of Jesus that you need. He
has come again and again, sending out servants (prophets, kings,
teachers, scribes) again and again. Will you go and greet your king?
Will you go and celebrate the Good News?

11. Do not be like the people of Birmingham in the poem. Do not
treat the coming of Jesus casually. In Matthew 22:5, their sin was
acting as if the wedding didn’t matter, as if the wedding wasn’t that
interesting. Some rose up in verse 6 to mistreat and kill his servants,
but most were guilty of not caring. They were okay with dismissing
God and the Advent. [The Easter parade on Disney where no
religious symbol or words were used]

12. God will not be disrespected. He sends his angels — and that
includes us — out into the streets to invite people to the banquet that
had been denied them by the very religious elite that had ignored the
Advent! Anyone could come in, the bad as well as the good. Why?
Because a new king is in town, and he is the king even of those who
the churches have turned away.

13. | used to believe my job was to go through certain sacred
actions in a specified place at a set time each week. If we had a
visitor, it was a wonder how they heard about us. This parable says
that those who come to the feast belong out in the streets to find
others — especially the broken and bad — and offer them the Good
News of Advent.

14. But...there is a strange vignette at the end of this parable:
Matthew 22:11-14. What is this? It is the same as the passage in
Revelation we read a moment ago: are you in or are you out?
Hanging around a church, attending for many years, going through
the motions...that will not do. [I’'m married, I'm not dead??] Again and
again, now, through chapter 25, Jesus will hit them with parables with
this same message: Are you in or are you out? Who will stand up and
follow the new King in town? Revelation 19:6-9



