The Advent and the Parables — 6. Now, We Forgive

1.

Our parable today is found in Matthew 18:23-35. Debt has always
been a serious issue and debtors’ prisons were common for most of
our history, even here in America. Because of punishing fines and
multiplication of those fines, the case can be made that we still have
debtors’ prisons. It is a horrible situation and every person listening to
Jesus tell this story would have shuddered with a personal
experience with those prisons or with the reminder of a friend’s story
about the prisons.

. That is one of the two main reasons Jesus mentions that those who

go to heaven include those who go visit the ones in prison. They
would take them food and clothing and, when possible, money to get
them out. By going, they were, like the Good Samaritan, going out of
their way and losing pay — by missing work and by giving away part of
their possessions and money. They were also being connected with
the one in prison and that could be politically and socially awkward at
best, dangerous at worst.

. If you read any Dickens novel or anything by Charlotte Bronte, you

will know of the terrible straits of anyone who owed money without a
way to pay it back on demand. The Jews had systems in place, given
to them several times in the Pentateuch, but they were widely ignored
by this time in history. In a great many places on our planet today,
women and children are sold to pay the debts of the father.

. Just before Jesus told this parable, there was this exchange [Matthew

18:21-22] While seven can be a real number, Jews often used
numbers as shorthand for concepts. In other words, “Should | forgive
my brother until | just can’t anymore?” Regardless, | think all of us
can say that 7 is quite a number of times to forgive a brother. Jesus,
however, blows that up. Christians are in the business of forgiving.
Paul puts it this way [Romans 15:7].

. Jesus gives us the task and the obligation to forgive. If we don’t

forgiveness will not happen [John 20:23]. The early church knew this
and forcefully taught it [James 2:13]. It is even in the prayer that
Jesus gave us [Matthew 6:12]. Jesus circles right back around to that
section of the prayer to warn us [Matthew 6:12].



6. It is significant, then, that this Parable of the Unforgiving Servant is in
a section of Matthew that consists of the most concentrated teaching
moments recorded in the life of Christ. It is one after another, beating
a drum, driving it into our hearts.

7. Forgiveness does not mean that we act as if something didn’t
happen. Forgiveness does not mean that we have to reestablish our
former relationships or place ourselves in danger. Forgiveness
doesn’t even mean that there will not be consequences for the one
that harmed us. What it DOES mean is that we release what they did
to us. We ask God, in the same way that Stephen did, not to lay this
sin against the individual as a charge [Acts 7:59-60].

8. Note: we forgive sins against us. We cannot forgive sins against
others nor can we repent for others. It takes work for us to stay in our
lane but it is a required lane if you want to see heaven: be a
forgiveness zone. Refuse to be offended or hurt for, if you are, you
are now no longer available for the Kingdom. Be as patient with
others as you wish for Christ to be with you.

9. It used to be that you had to make your way to the temple and offer a
sacrifice there to be forgiven. Now, we are the temples. We are the
priests. We are salt and light. [Matthew 5:13-16]

Wrap up: the story of the fallen woman in Luke 7:40-50.



