Advent and the Parables 8 — Darkness and Light in Conflict

1.

This is the last Sunday before Christmas and the next to last in our
series on the parables and what they mean to us. The selection for
today might surprise you as...it just isn’t a Bethlehem, singing angels,
O Holy Night story. No...this is a hard, dark story. [Mark 12:1-12]

. There are theologians who claim that Jesus came to establish his

earthly kingdom but was surprised and overwhelmed by the
resistance against him. So, he established his church, but his
kingdom will come when he returns...they say. They have to say this
to get the interpretation they want out of Daniel and Revelation. We
won’t go into that today, but you need to see and know this: Jesus
exactly what he was going to do and he did it.

. In fact, the Old Testament is full of prophecies that the Messiah would

come and be rejected, dying, and yet reigning forever. The shadow of
a cross fell over the manger the night Jesus was born...but the
promise of resurrection shines a light that chases the shadow’s cross
away.

. So...the story. God created the heavens and the earth. He did not

require our help. We had no input into the way it was made or the
purpose for which it was made. We were placed in the Garden, the
family was called out of Ur of the Chaldees, the nation was called out
of Egypt, and every person on the earth was called by Jesus and
promised that “the gates of hell will not withstand” us. (which means
we beat hell. Gates are defensive, not offensive)

. God owns this universe. He requires of us something very specific:

that we do our part, that we recognize Him as the owner and that we
live as good stewards. Paul defines the fruit that we are to give back
to God this way: [Gal. 5:22-23] To live a life that bears such fruit IS
giving our lives back to God. We sow kindness, love, grace,
mercy...all of the above as a sign that God is the owner of the
universe, not us. We do not get to decide if we are going to love this
or that person — it is not our vineyard; it is His.

. By Genesis 6:5-8 the world had rebelled against its owner. A pattern

would begin there that continued for millennia. There would be



rebellion. God would send an emissary, a prophet, teacher, or judge
to correct those who were in error. The wicked would rise up against
the ambassador of God and kill them or throw them into a pit or even
saw them in half. God would send another and another with the same
result. Finally...He would send His Son.

7. A word here about class. America was supposedly built on the
concept that all are equal. We know there were grave inequities from
the first and there are still political classes, Hollywood classes, sports
hero classes, etc. Still, it is very hard for Americans to understand
how rigid the class system was (and is over much of the world) to this
day. Some criminals understand that if they cross that last line, if they
murder a police officer, they have kicked a hornet’s nest. In way too
many places, murders and assaults and injustice aren’t treated as
very serious unless they happen to someone in the higher class, the
ruling class.

8. It was, then, entirely reasonable to think that these horrible, wicked
tenants would not harm the son. For, if they did, their lives were
forfeit. And yet, with reasoning that borders on the insane, they told
each other that, if they killed the son, THEY would inherit the land
free and clear. All the blessings, none of the rules.

9. They kill the son and the owner comes down upon them with his
fighting men, kills them, and hands the vineyard over to another.
Should’ve seen that coming.

10. After all the prophets and other emissaries of God were
mistreated, killed, or just ignored, God came in hard. After the death
of His Son, the rules had changed. Jesus warned his people again
and again that God was going to end the old system. The temple
would be brought down, no stone standing on top of another stone.
The Jews would be spread around the world, as they were beginning
in 70AD with the destruction of much of Jerusalem.

11. Now, God has handed this vineyard to another. Wait...does
that mean that the Jews are out of favor with God? By no means. The
“others” here are those who come to Jesus and declare their faith in
him. Then, they do more: they bear the fruit of the Spirit as an offering
to God, our God, the Master, Lord and King of all.



12. As Matthew puts it in his take on this parable: [Matthew 21:40-
44]. The first known Christian martyr was Stephen. Luke records his
final sermon in Acts 7. Look at this ending passage: [Acts 7:51-53]
The response of the high, holy religious leaders of the day? They
killed him. Just like the parable.

13. We are given a window of opportunity. We are given a portion
of time to walk on this earth and to gather or bear fruit for the King.
Each day, at least, most days, we are given chances to bear fruit
pleasing to God. How many reminders do we need? How many times
is it all right to ignore those sent by God?

14. [Hebrews 2:1-4] A great, great salvation that began...like this...
[Matthew 1:18-21] And you know the rest. Let us be faithful stewards
of the Master’s vineyard. Welcome the holy into your lives. Welcome
Advent. LIVE the Advent.



